IDAHO BOARD OF HEALTH AND WELFARE
MINUTES
November 14, 2019

The Board of Health and Welfare convened at:
Pete T. Cenarrusa Building
450 W, State Street
Boise, Idaho 83720
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Dave Jeppesen, Secretary

James Giuffré

Wendy Jaquet
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Senator Fred Martin
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Niki Forbing-Orr, Public Information Officer

Lynn Overman, Liaison to the Board

Fernando Castro, Program Supervisor, Audits & Investigations

Nate Elkins, Program Supervisor, L&C

Jamie Simpson, Program Supervisor, L&C

Miren Unsworth, Division Administrator, Family and Community Services (FACS)
Steve Millward, Program Manager, L&C

Bill Evans, IT Support Analyst

Elke Shaw-Tulloch, Division Administrator, Public Health (PH)

Wayne Denny, Bureau Chief, Emergency Medical Services (EMS)

Matt Wimmer, Division Administrator, Medicaid

Julie Hammon, Division Administrator, Self-Reliance (SR)

OTHERS PRESENT

Nicole McKay, Division Chief, Deputy Attorneys General (DAG)

Daphne Huang, DAG
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Kathy Griesmeyer, ACLU

Joe Pollock, citizen

Mark Bost, citizen

James Vavrek, Gravis Law
Carlie Foster, Lobby Idaho
Jason Kreizenbeck, Lobby Idaho
Martin Bilbao, Bilbao Co.

CALL TO ORDER

Following proper notice in accordance with Idaho Code, Section 67-2343, and pursuant to call
by the Chairman, the meeting of the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare was called to order by
Darrell Kerby, Chairman of the Board, at 8:07 a.m. Thursday, November 14, 2019 at the Pete T.
Cenarrusa Bldg., 450 W. State Street, Boise, Idaho.

ROLL CALL

Director Jeppesen, Secretary, called the roll. Roll call showed eight (8) members present. With
five (5) voting members present, Chairman Kerby declared a quorum. Absent and excused was
Representative Fred Wood and Dr. Timothy Rarick.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Chairman Kerby opened the floor for public comment. Mark Bost addressed the Board regarding
a program entitled “Focus on Children”, a court-ordered, educational program for divorcing
parents. He has been required to take the course and feels it is not helpful. He appealed to the
Board for creation of a baseline curriculum for all counties. He has already spoken with a judge
and Sara Thomas, Administrative Director of Idaho Courts. He believes the program has been
administered by individuals who have no formal training and the curriculum is “three (3) decades
out of date for social norms.”

Chairman Kerby thanked Mr. Bost for his comments. As this program is mandated and
administered by the Courts, neither the Department of Health and Welfare (DHW), nor the Board
have authority over the curriculum.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES FROM BOARD MEETING ON AUGUST 15, 2019

Motion: Jim Giuffré moved that the minutes of the August 15, 2019 Board meeting be adopted
as prepared.

Second: Wendy Jaquet

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None

Motion Carried



HEARING ON APPEAL: JOEY POLLOCK VS. DHW

Nicole McKay, Division Chief - Deputy Attorneys General addressed Board members regarding
oral argument in this case. Board authority is to uphold or deny the Preliminary Order of the
Hearing Officer. Mr. Pollock has agreed to waive confidentiality to address the Board. His
attorney and the DHW each had 20 minutes to present oral argument.

Mr. Pollock’s counsel, James Vavrek from Gravis Law agreed to waive confidentiality to
address the Board.

Mr. Pollock’s Certified Family Home license was placed on provisional status due to an incident
recorded in a 2 %2 minute video provided to the department by Mr. Pollock. In the video, M.,
Pollock’s step-daughter Ellen is seen striking her mother repeatedly in an unprovoked attack. Mr,
Pollock intervened by slapping Ellen who came away with a bloody nose. Mr. Vavrek argued
that to limit the decision based on one 2 % minute video is an injustice. Mr. Pollock has served
his step-daughter for 20 years and there has been no evidence of an unsafe home outside of this
single incident. In addition, Mr. Pollock contacted the Garden City police immediately after the
incident and the police determined there was no abuse. Further, Mr. Pollock provided the video
to the department and did not attempt to hide the incident. Mr. Vavrek also asserted the
department did not conduct an adequate investigation because Ellen was the only person
interviewed. Ellen’s neurologist has confirmed Ellen’s medicine led to her heightened
aggression. The medicine has been adjusted and there have been no further incidents. M.
Pollock contacted the department at least three times prior to the incident to request help with the
aggressive behavior.

Jim Giuffré thanked Mr. Pollock for his long service to his step-daughter but stated his alarm
seeing the incident and hearing the language Mr. Pollock used towards Ellen. He asked Mr.
Pollock why a provisional license was not acceptable to him, based on the record of the incident.
Mr. Pollock indicated the provisional license will remain on his record and declare he abused his
step-daughter. He feels he was only protecting his wife in an isolated incident.

Daphne Huang, Deputy Attorney General for the DHW and Steve Millward, Program Manager
for the Certified Family Home program, DHW then addressed the Board.

Ms. Huang informed the Board of Mr. Pollock’s compliance with four conditions imposed by the
provisional license. Mr. Pollock’s Certified Family Home has been returned to full licensure.

Ms. Huang argued the video is more than adequate to show the department acted appropriately in
issuing a provisional license. The department has a duty to protect CFH residents from mental
and physical abuse and have the right to be treated with respect. Mr. Pollock’s desire to protect
his wife is not an excuse to abuse his step-daughter. There is no known rule in Idaho that permits
abuse of one person to protect another; self-defense is not lawful under CFH rules. Training and
compliance for maintaining a Certified Family Home is a requirement of all licensees and
therefore Mr. Pollock has no legitimate rebuttal to the allegations.



Jim Giuffré asked if any intervention was provided by the department prior to issuing the
provisional license.

Mr. Millward stated an eight-hour training course is provided once per year, including a review
of client rights for freedom from abuse or neglect. The department was obligated to take
enforcement action based on the incident recorded. Several factors were considered, including
whether the incident was isolated or showed a pattern of behavior and whether the license should
be revoked or placed on provisional status. The provisional license allowed the department to
work closely with Mr. Pollock to monitor his compliance and is the lowest sanction.
A plan was created to:

1. Identify behavior triggers to Ellen’s aggression

2. Train Mr. Pollock to options available

3. Train Mr. Pollock in non-violent intervention techniques
Mr. Pollock complied with all requirements and the provisional license has been lifted.

Tom Stroschein asked if the record of the provisional license could be expunged. Per Nicole
McKay, there is no mechanism for that. In addition, the Board’s authority in this matter is to
uphold, reverse or modify the hearing officer’s decision. To reverse or modify the decision, the
Board would have to find the department abused its discretion in issuing a provisional license to
Mr. Pollock. Mr. Stroschein also asked if Mr. Pollock’s pay was affected by the provisional !
license. Mr. Millward confirmed that Mr. Pollock’s pay was not affected with a provisional
license.

Mr. Giuffié and Mr. Kerby expressed regret for the incident and acknowledged Mz. Pollock’s
compliance with the remedies to have the provisional license lifted. They expressed their belief
the department acted appropriately in issuing the provisional license.

Motion: Wendy Jaquet moved that the Board of Health and Welfare vote to affirm the
Preliminary Order in appeal #19-65822, Joey Pollock vs. State of Idaho, Department of Health
and Welfare.

Second: Linda Hatzenbuehler

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nayes: None
Motion Carried

YAPING DISCUSSION Elke Shaw-Tulloch

Ms. Shaw-Tulloch reported as of November 5 there have been 10 cases of respiratory infection
in Idaho because of vaping. There have been no deaths. (See Attachment 1)



The Department is utilizing social media, advertisements, and community outreach programs
like Project Filter to educate citizens regarding the health risks associated with vaping. The
Public Health Division is focusing its outreach on youth for good health practices and offering
nicotine patches. Without federal or state regulation of these products, education and cessation
resources are the most effective course of action. States that have banned vaping are
experiencing costly litigation.

Senator Martin stated he introduced a bill during the last legislative session to ban the purchase,
possession and use of tobacco and e-cigarettes up to age 21. Penalties would mirror those of
alcohol laws for those under 21. He plans to reintroduce the bill at the 2020 Legislature.

There was much discussion among Board members about the marketing practices on youth -
particularly with flavored products. Mr. Giuffré stated his concern that education and
intervention are not enough to dissuade youth before they become addicted. He cited research
indicating nicotine is more addictive than heroin, with addiction occurring on the second
exposure.

Motion: Jim Giuffré moved that the Department of Health and Welfare, Public Health Division
provide Governor Little with a comprehensive list of options to consider regarding health issues
related to and/or regulation of vaping in Idaho.

Second: Wendy Jaquet

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None
Motion Carried

Linda Hatzenbuehler requested vaping be placed on the agenda for follow-up at the next
Board meeting.

COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS

Wendy Jaquet reported on the 2020 census. In 2015, $2.4 billion in federal monies came to Idaho
in the form of grants for schools, roads, hospitals and law enforcement because of growth -
approximately $1473 per person.

Jim Giuffré commented on the inaccuracies of social media posts regarding vaccination.

Mr. Giuffré and Wendy Jaquet also complimented Director Jeppesen for his participation in an
Idaho Public Television broadcast of “Resilience: The Biology of Stress and the Science of
Hope”, which deals with the long-term effects of trauma. The Director’s comments related to
traumatized children serviced by DHW programs.



Per Kathie Brack, this broadcast could not be re-aired or shared with Board members because
IPTV only obtained the rights to air the film one time.

Tom Stroschein reported the State Recovery Centers continue to operate largely with Millennium
funds. Region 2 has opened two satellite offices that are staffed by AmeriCorps.

LEGISLATION AND RULES — Tamara Prisock

Tamara provided Board members with 4 handouts including a list of Legislative Proposals for
the 2020 Legislative Session. (See Attachment 2)
Docket No. 0214-1901 will be vacated. (See Attachment 3)

Board members also received a summary of public comments from the August public meetings.
Meetings regarding immunization were the most highly attended and commented on. (See
Attachment 4)

In keeping with the Governor’s Red Tape Reduction Act, the number of restrictive words in the
Department rule chapters has been reduced by 20 percent. Some restrictive words such as “shall”
and “must” have been reduced by 28 percent. (See Attachment 5)

Idaho is unique among other states in that agencies receive training to avoid implementing
unnecessary regulations. This balances public safety with over-regulation.

APPROVAL OF TEMPORARY AND PENDING RULES

EMS DOCKET NO. 16-0102-1901 RULES DEFINITIONS

Presenter: Wayne Denny

Wayne Denny, Bureau Chief of EMS presented the EMS rules docket for the Board’s approval.
This docket removed language to align the rule with Idaho Code.

Motion: Jim Giuffré moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare adopt the “Pending”
Rules for “Emergency Medical Services — Rule Definitions,” presented under Docket No. 16-
0102-1901, effective Sine Die 2020,

Second: Wendy Jaquet

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None

Motion Carried



EMS DOCKET NO. 16-0103-1901 AGENCY LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

Presenter: Wayne Denny

Wayne Denny, Bureau Chief of EMS presented the EMS rules docket for the Board’s approval.
This docket lists criteria to designate TSE as an EMS agency.

Wendy Jaquet asked if this referred to paramedics or the first level of service. Mr. Denny stated
this is to close the gap of time between EMS situations and hospital awareness of the situations.

Motion: Wendy Jaquet moved that the Board of Health and Welfare adopt the “Pending” Rules
for “Emergency Medical Services — Agency Licensing Requirements,” presented under Docket
No. 16-0103-1901, effective Sine Die 2020.

Second: Linda Hatzenbuehler

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None

Motion carried

EMS DOCKET NO. 16-0107-1901 PERSONNEL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

Presenter: Wayne Denny

Wayne Denny, Bureau Chief of EMS presented the EMS rules docket for the Board’s approval.
This docket deals with licensing reciprocity from state to state.

Jim Giuffré asked if there were concerns about personnel competency without an exam. M.
Denny responded that a robust supervisor level is in place to determine competency. This
removes exam anxiety for those who have been practicing for many years.

The docket also allows military personnel that have a National Registry card to be approved
without retaking the exam in each state.

Motion: Tom Stroschein moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare adopt the “Pending”
Rules for “Emergency Medical Services — Personnel Licensing Requirements,” presented under
Docket No. 16-0107-1901, effective Sine Die 2020.

Second: Linda Hatzenbuehler

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler



Nays: None

Motion carried

EXECUTIVE SESSION

James Giuffré moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare, pursuant to Idaho Code §74-
206, convene in executive session to communicate with legal counsel regarding
pending/imminently-likely litigation [Idaho code §74-206(1)(f)] and the vote to do so by roll
call.

Second: Tom Stroschein

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None
Motion carried
Executive Session convened at 10:30 a.m.
Wendy Jaquet moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare, pursuant to Idaho Code §74-
206, conclude the executive session convened to communicate with legal counsel regarding
pending/imminently-likely litigation [Idaho code §74-206(1)(£)] and the vote to do so by roll
call.

Second: Tom Stroschein

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None
Motion carried
Executive Session concluded at 10:55 a.m.

PUBLIC HEALTH DOCKET NO. 16-0208-1901 GENDER MARKER, MEDICAL
ATTESTATION




Board Chairman Darrell Kerby read the following statement:

A review of the record has revealed at the May 16, 2019 meeting, when the Board of Health and
Welfare considered Docket No. 16-0208-1901, that while the Board had a quorum present, and a
majority voted to approve the docket, the docket did not receive four affirmative votes as
required by Idaho Code sec. 56-1005(8). As such, that docket is vacated for voidness.

Based upon the lack of required affirmative votes, the volume and content of the public
comments, and in furtherance of the Red Tape Reduction Act, Docket No. 16-0208-1901, this
temporary and proposed rule is vacated and will not advance for legislative consideration this
coming session. The vacation of this docket is limited to the rulemaking and has no impact on
legislative discretion. (See Attachment 6)

Wendy Jaquet and Jim Giuffré expressed interest in sharing articles pertinent to Board
discussions. Nicole McKay reminded the Board of the Open Meeting Law and instructed that
informational articles may be sent to Board Liaison Lynn Overman to distribute to Board
members through Department email and the SharePoint site. Ms. McKay reminded Board

members that discussing the articles outside of quarterly Board meetings violates Open Meeting
Law.

L&C DOCKET NO. 16-0319-1901 CERTIFIED FAMILY HOMES

Presenter: Steve Millward

Steve Millward, Program Manager in the Division of Licensing and Certification stated the two
main points of the Docket are to require caregivers to renew background checks every five years;
and allow the department to deny CFH certification to those who are already operating with
foster care or childcare licensing.

Motion: Wendy Jaquet moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare adopt the “Pending”
Rules for “Rules Governing Certified Family Homes,” presented under Docket No. 16-0319-
1901, effective July 1, 2020.

Second: Jim Giuffré

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None

Motion carried
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L&C DOCKET NO. 16-0322-1901 RESIDENTIAL CARE OR ASSISTED LIVING
FACILITIES

Presenter: Jamie Simpson

Jamie Simpson, Program Supervisor in the Division of Licensing and Cettification provided a
summary handout to all Board members. (See Attachment 7)

Jim Giuffré asked Ms. Simpson if the square footage referenced in item 12 of the summary
applies to new construction only. Ms. Simpson responded that it did.

Motion: Wendy Jaquet moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare adopt the “Pending”
Rules for “Residential Care or Assisted Living Facilities in Idaho,” presented under Docket No.
16-0322-1901, effective July 1, 2020.

Second: Linda Hatzenbuehler

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None
Motion carried

AUDITS/INVESTIGATIONS DOCKET NO. 16-0506-1901 CRIMINAL HISTORY AND
BACKGROUND CHECKS

Presenter: Fernando Castro

Fernando Castro, Program Supervisor for Audits and Investigations presented the docket for the
Board’s approval.

Jim Giuffré asked about the effectiveness of Community Review Panels. Miren Unsworth,
Division Administrator, Family and Community Services (FACS) informed the Board the
Community Review Panels are new and are directed by the Health Districts and report to
legislative committees. The process has not yet completed a full annual cycle.

Panel members are co-trained by the Department of Health and Welfare and the Idaho courts.
Health Districts cover the cost of Criminal History Unit (CHU) background checks and work
with public health directors and panel members to disclose pertinent information.

Jim Giuffré moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare adopt the “Pending” Rules for
“Criminal History and Background Checks,” presented under Docket No. 16-0506-1901,
effective Sine Die 2020.

Second: Tom Stroschein
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Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None

Motion carried

AUDITS/INVESTIGATIONS DOCKET NO. 16-0506-1902 CRIMINAL HISTORY AND
BACKGROUND CHECKS

Presenter: Fernando Castro

Fernando Castro, Program Supervisor for Audits and Investigations stated the docket removes
references to the National Crime Information Center, as federal law does not permit the

department to make requests of a federal agency. This excludes warrants and crimes of a sexual
nature.

Jim Giuffié noted the definition as written uses too many words to describe that background
checks for volunteers are only needed if other IDAPA rules require it.

Mr. Castro explained the language was selected because during the negotiated rulemaking
process, long term care providers objected to any requirement for volunteer background checks.
They rely on a large pool of volunteers and the cost for multiple background checks would be
prohibitive. They also feared volunteers would be less inclined to participate if they had to pay
for their own background checks.

Jim Giuffré moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare adopt the “Pending” rules for
“Criminal History and Background Checks,” presented under Docket No. 16-0506-1902,
effective July 1, 2020.

Second: Linda Hatzenbuehler

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None

Motion carried

Remaining agenda items were addressed in a different order than appears on
the agenda to accommodate Mr. Stroschein’s travel schedule. This allowed for
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a quorum and at least four affirmative votes for action items, as per Idaho
Code Section 56-1005(8).

CONCURRENCE OF ANDREW MASTERS

Director Jeppesen introduced Mr. Masters to the Board as the new Division Administrator for
Information and Technology Services Division (ITSD) and recommended him for Board
approval. Mr. Master’s curticulum vitae was provided in the Board binder. (See Attachment 8)

Mr. Masters expressed his appreciation and excitement to work in the Department of Health and
Welfare. He worked in clinical research for 10 years and has high expectations for outcomes
facilitated by the department. He is happy to have a good IT team. His passions are information
technology and music.

Board members welcomed Mr. Masters. Mr. Giuffré, Ms. Jaquet and Dr. Hatzenbuehler shared
difficult experiences accessing the DHW Infonet (now named Inside DHW) due to password
expiration and lack of support for Apple products. Andrew assured the Board he will examine a
new IT policy regarding access options for Board members.

Tom Stroschein moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare concur with the appointment
of Andrew Masters as Division Administrator for ITSD.

Second: Jim Giuffré

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None
Motion carried

DIRECTOR'’S UPDATE

Director Jeppesen told the Board his goal has been to visit all 45 DHW offices in the state this
year. As of today, he has two offices left to visit. He reports it has been helpful to meet in small
groups to understand “what the workers do and how to help them do it.” Workers expressed
appreciation for his visits and asked him to visit again. After the legislative session, he will make
those visits in a job shadowing capacity. This will allow him to evaluate the effectiveness of the
Strategic Plan. A copy of the Strategic Plan is in the Board binders. (See Attachment 9)

The Behavioral Health Division has made great strides. Director Jeppesen has met with the
Governor and Sara Thomas from the Idaho Courts to discuss the development of a statewide
system of services over the next five yeats. Three branches of government and community
partners will create a council over the next six to nine months with three main goals: 1. To
increase access to services; 2. To improve prevention of substance abuse and mental health
problems; and, 3. To provide robust crisis management. Data shows millennials are currently the
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largest living age group in the United States. They are also the group with the largest behavioral
and mental health issues - this is an issue that will have continued focus for the department.

Tom Stroschein encouraged the Director’s proposed efforts, commenting that a program will

take at least five years to become established. Dr. Hatzenbuehler endorsed the issue as a “top of
the list” item. ‘

Director Jeppesen asked Matt Wimmer, Division Administrator of Medicaid to address the
Board regarding hospital reimbursements. Mr. Wimmer referred to Governor Little’s memoranda
requesting agency budget reductions for FY 2020 and FY 2021. (See Attachments 10 & 11) A
one-page document with Medicaid payment reductions for FY 2020 was shared with the Board.
(See Attachment 12) Controlling costs will require statute changes that are outlined on the
document and will be presented to the 2020 Legislature.

Nursing facilities and hospitals make up 1/3 of Medicaid spending and are likely able to bear the
required reductions. The department has been in discussions with the Idaho Hospital Association
(IHA) and the Idaho Health Care Association (IHCA) for collaboration on how reductions will
be structured and the implementation of value-based care reimbursements.

YOTE FOR CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN

Tom Stroschein moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare vote for Darrell Kerby as
Chairman of the Board of the Idaho State Department of Health and Welfare, effective
immediately and until the next election in November 2020.

Second: Wendy Jaquet

Vote:
Ayes: Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None

Motion carried

Tom Stroschein moved that the Board of Health and Welfare vote for Jim Giuffré as Vice
Chairman of the Board of the Idaho State Department of Health and Welfare, effective
immediately and until the next election in November 2020.

Second: Wendy Jaquet

Vote: )
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None
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Motion carried-

SET 2020 MEETING SCHEDULE

Wendy Jaquet moved that the Idaho Board of Health and Welfare approve the meeting dates for
2020 as follows:

February 27
May 21
August 20
November 12

Second: Tom Stroschein

Vote:
Ayes: Kerby, Stroschein, Giuffré, Jaquet, Hatzenbuehler

Nays: None
Motion carried

FINANCIAL SERVICES, OPERATIONAL SERVICES, SFY2021 BUDGET REQUEST:
LISA HETTINGER

Ms. Hettinger provided five handouts to Board members, including the Idaho General Fund
Revenue Report. (See Attachments 13-17)

State revenues are lower than projected during the 2019 legislative session. To maintain a
financially responsible surplus of funds, the Governor has requested the Department develop a
plan to execute a two percent base reduction for FY 2021 and a 1 percent reduction during the
current fiscal year.

Medicaid enrollment has decreased, which seems attributable to the improved economy and
national policies regarding Medicaid and Immigration status.

Our current non-emergency medical transportation (NEMT) contractor (line 6) has been
struggling with its service. Mr. Giuffré asked if Medicaid clients are prohibited from using Uber
or Lyft. Per Matt Wimmer, Division Administrator of Medicaid, the majority of NEMT users
have developmental or physical disabilities and Uber and Lyft drivers are rarely able to meet
their needs.

Ambulatory Service Centers (ASC), (line 15) will be offset by hospital required procedures.

Medicaid Enterprise System Procurement (line 16) will include claims, data and pharmacy
management.
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Jim Giuffré commented the base programs look good if these proposals meet with the
Governor’s requested two percent reduction.

Wendy Jaquet stated the revenue projections don’t seem a large enough concern to warrant these
reductions. Per Sara Stover, Governor’s Office Senior Policy Advisor, while the state is still
enjoying five percent growth, economist data points to a downturn. The Governor does not want
to cut budget in the middle of a budget cycle in a year with the implementation of Medicaid
Expansion and increasing Department of Corrections needs.

Jim Giuffré asked if the state is building a new adolescent psychiatric hospital or looking into
contracting with a private hospital. Director Jeppesen informed the Board there is available room
at the state-run State Hospital South in Blackfoot. An advisory group at the Southwest Idaho
Treatment Center (SWITC) will bring an update to the Director today.

FACS/SWITC, MIREN UNSWORTH

Miren Unsworth, Family and Community Services Division Administrator gave the Board an
update on the SWITC Advisory Board formed a year ago. There is a primary service gap for
acute and sub-acute care in the state. SWITC has become a catchall and currently serves 17
individuals with developmental disabilities, psychiatric, medical and complex behavioral health
needs. The Advisory Board has proposed options for a new level of care model:

1. Establish an observation and assessment unit. A Request for Information (RFI) has been
issued to determine if this would best be served by a private contractor or a partnership
between SWITC and a private interest.

2. A step-down facility to share the SWITC camipus.

3. Build community provider capacity.

Exploration of funding, licensing and operations for all three of these proposals is in process.
The goal for implementation is year-end, 2021. Jim Giuffré complimented the department for
creating a new process of care and an aggressive timeline.

Ms. Jaquet asked for status on litigation at SWITC. Ms. McKay reported there is one open case
that may have oral argument on a Motion to Dismiss in late winter or early spring.

Ms. Unsworth also reported on the Child Welfare IT system upgrade. Consultants were hired to
re-engineer the old system. The new Intake Module rolled out in June and the upgraded Safety
Assessment module was initiated in October. The Case Management system is scheduled for
launch by the end of 2020. This upgrade to the system will allow our caseworkers to move from
crisis management to case management.

SELF-RELIANCE, MEDICAID EXPANSION ENROLLMENT, JULIE HAMMON
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Julie Hammon, Welfare Division Administrator reported on eligibility for Medicaid Expansion.
Beginning in July, customers applying for food stamps were asked if they were interested in
applying for Medicaid. In October, eligibility workers widened the audience by asking those who
applied for Medicaid for their children if they were interested in coverage themselves.

Of the 39,696 food stamp recipients eligible for enrollment, 16,000 were eligible for the
Advanced Premium Tax Credit (APTC). 12,000 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) recipients still need to be contacted between now and January regarding eligibility for
Medicaid Expansion. The division does not have a number representing those not on SNAP who
may want to enroll, but it is estimated at 91,000. In addition, 32,000 qualify for the APTC and
27,000 are eligible for recertification.

MEDICAID, MATT WIMMER;

Dz. Hatzenbuehler inquired about availability for those who may need behavioral health care
with Medicaid Expansion. Per Matt Wimmer, a survey was sent to Primary Care Providers. 80
percent of all providers responded, with almost all indicating they would take new clients.
Medicaid feels confident in primary care access for the expansion population. A survey of
behavioral health providers received a strong response as well.

Dr. Hatzenbuehler requested a report of behavioral health care under Medicaid Expansion
be included as an agenda item for the meeting May 21, 2020.

Mr. Wimmer reported Federal approval for Medicaid Expansion was received 11/13/19. Two
waivers have been submitted and are awaiting approval/denial by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services:

1. Work requirements for benefit recipients

2. Primary care referrals needed for family planning.
A waiver is also being drafted for psychiatric services to be provided in non-hospitals or
Institutes for Mental Disease (IMD). Also, a Coverage Choice waiver will be resubmitted.

Jim Giuffré commented the waivers, except for the proposed draft for psychiatric services, are
not in alignment with Idaho voter’s approval of Medicaid Expansion and feels time and money
will be spent defending the waivers. He believes the Board should not allow this. Senator Martin
reminded the Board of a bill presented for Medicaid Expansion without waivers, but it did not
pass the Legislature. Chairman Kerby stated public policy is set by the Legislature and it is not
the Board’s purpose or authority to change that policy. Ms. McKay reminded Board members
any discussion that may lead to a motion will need to be listed on the agenda as an action item.

Ms. Jaquet requested further discussion on Medicaid Expansion waivers be included on the
February 27, 2020 meeting agenda.

She also inquired whether the 1115 Family Planning Waiver required a Primary Care Physician
(PCP) to make a referral. Per Mr. Wimmer, if the waiver is approved, clients may continue to go
to their PCP for family planning services. If the PCP is unable to provide the service needed,
they may refer the patient to a specialist. Medicaid requires the referral for payment.



















































































































































































































































